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WORKING OUT HOW MUCH TO GIVE?

Dear Friends,

Stop! Before reading this I would like you to watch the Building God’s People DVD and read the main Building God’s People brochure!

One of the important decisions we all make during our Building God’s People program will be ‘How much I am prepared to contribute financially?’ 

Here are a few thoughts that Cathie and I have been working through as we have considered how much God wants us to give.

First, we have been praying remembering our theme ‘Equal sacrifice, not equal gifts.’  Obviously, everyone doesn’t have the ability to give the same amount.  However it is important that we all make a genuine sacrifice.

Second, we have remembered that our Building God’s People commitment includes both a cash gift (now) and a 36 month giving commitment.  Most of us can give far more than we initially think by giving it over a three year period.  More important, we will grow more spiritually  through the habit of consistent, weekly giving.

Third, there are two starting positions we can choose:

a. We start our thinking with ourselves. This means we start by looking at what we have, figure out what is ‘reasonable,’ and commit that amount.  This way we ask ‘What can we afford’?


b. We start our thinking with God. This means we start thinking by reflecting on what God has given us to manage for him, asking him ‘Lord, what do you want to give through us?’  This kind of giving requires faith and looking at what the Bible says about the way God says we should use the money he has allocated to us.  To help us make this decision Craig Schwarze has turned a series that I did some time ago called ‘Your Money and Your Life’ into short (44 page) book.  Please download and read this short book from www.christiansinthemedia.org/moneylife.pdf 

Fourth, during the Building God’s People series, leading up to our gift and pledge weekend, please:

a. Begin by praying every day something along these lines, ‘Lord, I want to give sacrificially in a way that stretches my faith. Show me how.’  If you are married pray together with your spouse.


b. Don’t rush your decision.  We are receiving this packet nearly a month before our gift and pledge Sunday on June 4.  You will find the longer you genuinely pray ‘Show me how!’, the more ways God will show you, and you will be able to give more than the first amount that popped into your head.  (This has been what has happened to us – and I expect will keep happening).


c. Think creatively about how to give.  Ask your family members to suggest creative ideas on how to increase your income and decrease your expenses (For example some of us have already chosen to delay significant purchases, cashing in investments, taking on extra work, extending a loan).  Involve your children (this is a great opportunity to teach generosity and faith).  At your family conference read some of these Bible verses: Proverbs 3:9-10; Proverbs 11:24-25; Luke 6:38; 1 Corinthians 16:1-2; 2 Corinthians 8:1-12; 2 Corinthians 9:6-12; Matthew 6:19-20


d. Ask yourselves these questions:
Regarding our one-off gift: 
· How much cash could we gather by June 4?  

· Is there anything we could sell or convert to cash?


Regarding our weekly/fortnightly commitment for 36 months: 
· How can we decrease our expenses in order to make a larger commitment?

· Are there expenditures that we could delay?

· How can we increase our income in order to make a larger commitment?

· How much are we willing to trust God for?

e. Decide the total amount you will give and pray something along these lines:

‘Father, this is a big step for us.  We’re asking you to strengthen our faith and help us grow spiritually through giving.  We thank you for all that you have given us.  We know we wouldn’t have anything if it weren’t for you.  We want to be cheerful givers.  We know you have promised to take care of our needs if we trust you.  Thankyou for this opportunity to grow and thankyou for our church family.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.’
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